
	 W I L K E S  U N I V E R SI T Y ’ S

Summer Commencement
F OR  T H E  CON F E R R I NG  OF  DEGR E E S

Sunday, September Eighth

Two-thousand and twenty-four  •  1 p.m.



ALMA MATER

Wilkes, our Alma Mater,
We pledge our hearts to thee,
Honor, faith, and courage,

Truth and loyalty,
In our work and in our pleasure,

Guide us as a friend;
We shall always love thee,

Loyal to the end.
Thou shalt lead us onward
In search of finer things.
May we find the wisdom
That thy spirit brings.

May our deeds of love and service
Ever swell thy fame —

Wilkes, we stand to greet thee!
Glory to thy name.

Words and Music by Eleanor C. Farley

THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

O say, can you see, by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming,

Whose broad stripes and bright stars,
Through the perilous fight,

O’er the ramparts we watched,
Were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare,
The bombs bursting in air,

Gave proof through the night
That our flag was still there.

O say does that star-spangled banner yet wave
O’er the land of the free

And the home of the brave?

Words by Francis Scott Key
Arranged by John Philip Sousa

Harmonized by Walter Damrosch



Order of Exercises

*FANFARE AND PROCESSIONAL
Pomp and Circumstance......................................................................................................................Edward Elgar

Arrangement, Joel M. Graham

WELCOME............................................................................................................................. David M. Ward
Senior Vice President and Provost

*INVOCATION......................................................................................................Rev. Jane L. O'Borski 
Heshbon Park United Methodist Church

*The Star-Spangled Banner............................................................................. Words by Francis Scott Key

GREETINGS.......................................................................................................................... Andrew Miller 
Chair, Faculty Affairs Council

Associate Professor, Political Science

Susan V. Kalinay
Member of the Graduating Class

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS..........................................................................Deborah Zbegner
Dean, College of Health and Education

THE CONFERRING OF THE DEGREES................................................................... Greg Cant
President

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE......................................................................................................... Greg Cant

*Alma Mater...............................................................................................................................Eleanor C. Farley
Arrangement, Terry Zipay

*BENEDICTION....................................................................................................Rev. Jane L. O'Borski

*RECESSIONAL
Seventeen Come Sunday............................................................................................ Ralph Vaughan Williams

Arrangement, Ed Huckeby

Music provided by the Wilkes University Commencement Quintet
Led by Joel M. Graham
Kasey Karoll, Vocalist

Ceremony interpreted by Interpretek

*The audience is requested to rise.

1



BACHELOR'S DEGREE CANDIDATES

COMMUNICATION STUDIES
12, 30		 Amanda M. Montgomery, Cum Laude

			   Second Degree, Marketing 

GEOLOGY

		  Meghan Englehart

NEUROSCIENCE

30, 32		  Rebecca Anne Thomas, Magna Cum Laude

POLITICAL SCIENCE
		  Kathrine Elise Ermeus 		

SOCIOLOGY
		  Sean Croley

 The College of Arts and Sciences
Paul T. Riggs, Dean

The College of Business and Engineering
Abel Adekola, Dean 

The Jay S. Sidhu School of Business and Leadership

FINANCIAL INVESTMENTS

		 Ahmed Mithqab Jubran Mukhrish

MANAGEMENT

		 Kyle Tino

MARKETING
		  Elizabeth Kelshaw, Summa Cum Laude
		  Ryan Martel	
		  Kyle John Medrow	

12, 30		  Amanda M. Montgomery, Cum Laude
		  	 Second Degree, Communication Studies

SPORTS MANAGEMENT

		 Aiden J. Velez

SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGEMENT

		  Sean McCurdy 		  Zachary Thomas Shay

12 Lambda Pi Eta    30 Honors Program Graduate    32 Barre Scholars Graduate
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BACHELOR’S DEGREE CANDIDATES

The College of Health and Education
Deborah A. Zbegner, Dean

The Passan School of Nursing

Accelerated Bachelor’s Degree Candidates
		  Theodore Michael Bender	
		  Brooke Costanzo	
		  Monique Sade Davis	
		  Rosangel Del Rosario	
		  Joy Eki	
		  Breanna Nicole Fields	
		  Megan A. Grabowski, Cum Laude
		  Devyn Hauser	
		  Briana M. Horton	
		  Kristen Barrett Kearney	
		  Kalyn Riley Lash, Magna Cum Laude
		  Shannan Francheska Leger	

		  Jamie Lynn Loughney	
		  Alissa Pelick	
		  Alicia Perkowski	
		  Cheyenne Alexandria Ponce	
		  Kenneth Javier Ramos	
		  Alexandria Elizabeth Scalzo	
		  Jacob Michael Sheperis	
		  Nishtha Srivastava	
		  Bryanna VanHoute	
		  Bethany Christine Vincent	
		  Alexandra Whalen	
		  Yessenia Wilson	

The College of Business and Engineering (Continued)

Abel Adekola, Dean

Engineering

MECHANICAL ENGINEERING
		  	 Kayla Marie Roselle
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MASTER’S DEGREE CANDIDATES

		  Jillian Schock Benedict
		  Cherise Nicole Benton
		  Kristin M. Cianfichi
		  Gregory Eugene Dutcher
		  Terrence P. Dwyer
		  Trevor Gitlin
		  Christine Elizabeth Hamm

		  Cory Michael Massaro
		  Angela Rose Neil
		  Brian Alan Schroeder
		  Elizabeth Esterling Stewart
		  Hess La’Trese Stinson
		  Kathryn Vasil
		  Lindsay Meredith Wynne

 The College of Arts and Sciences
Paul T. Riggs, Dean

MASTER OF ARTS IN CREATIVE WRITING

The College of Business and Engineering
Abel Adekola, Dean

The Jay S. Sidhu School of Business and Leadership

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

		  Maximus Robert Alessi
		  Abigail Barcless
		  Jared Brandt
		  Andrea Marie Delvecchio
		  Mary Hennion

		  Michael Anthony Kachmarsky
		  Susan Victoria Kalinay
		  Ani Rupenian
		  Mercedes R. Sanchez
		  Liam Edward White

Engineering

Abel Adekola, Dean

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN BIOENGINEERING

		  Nickerson Anzio DeMelfi

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN MECHANICAL ENGINEERING

		 Nadeem Ahmad 		 Mohammed Saad Almadhor
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	 	 Gabrielle Adelsberger

		 Reina Alberto

		  Sarah Lian Alderfer

		 Meghan Elizabeth Artley

		 MacKenna R. Bagley

		 Emily Baran

		 Erika Barlow

		 Stephani Becker

		  Jessica Lynn Bedford

		  Jeremy Robert Bell

		 Marco Ryan Benson

		 Cortney Lyn Billet

		 Alex Bishop

		 Katie N. Boland

		 Ryan Bowen

		 Kristen Marie Cipriano

		 Dustin Matthew Cobb

		 Larissa Rose Conard

		 Kelly Marie Craver

		 Ryan Elizabeth Cronomiz

		 Mary Beth Cusick

		  Jennifer KM Day

		  Joshua A. Dieter

		 Emily Grace Ditzler

		 Matthew Duffy

		 Matthew Dunn

		 Miranda Katherine Dunn

		 Sandra D. Dunn

		 Scott Brian Felton

		 Vanessa Marie Fernandez

		 Amanda Terese Fisher

		 Tyra Lee Flanders

		 Carrie Fox

		 Kristina Ellen Frantz

		 Gabrielle Um Fritz

		 Taneisha Lorraine Fulmer

		  Samantha Gilbert

		  Jonathan Gillow

		 Ellen E. Glunt

		 Gary Michael Gobernik

		 Kathleen Brigid Golden

		 Ashley Grimes

		 Marissa M. Hall

		 Charles Herbert Hampton, Jr.

		 Tiffanie Harris

		  Jacquelyn Marie Hartz

		 Ashley L. Hawn

		 Alexis Heistand

		 Kristina Sara Hershey

		  Sarah Kathryn Horwath

		 Ann Marie Igoe

		 Michelle L. Imes

		 Alexis Imler

		  Samantha Jo Jarrett

		 Abigail Ruth Johnson

		 Paige Danielle Jones

		 Emma Kalman

		 Eva Nicole Karkuff

		 Mark C. Keffer

		  Justin Keller

		 Taylor Krause

		 Nicole M. Krick

		 Tyler Jeffrey Kuchar

		 Elizabeth Joyce Kuzmicki

		 Krista Marie Labriola

		 Melanie M. Lauro

		 Alexa Michelle Lazzarotti

		 Brett Leinbach

		 Lorie Lowe

		 Kinsy Lukasavage

MASTER’S DEGREE CANDIDATES

 The College of Health and Education
Deborah A. Zbegner, Dean

MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING

		  Yosara Gonzalez
		  Angela Kennedy

		  Stephanie Rodriguez-Gomes

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATION
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MASTER’S DEGREE CANDIDATES

The College of Health and Education (Continued)

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATION (Continued)

		  Samantha Emelia Machin

		 Amanda L. Malanoski

		 Kelsey Victoria Mauck

		 Elizabeth Maurer

		 Elaina Jo McClelland

		 Melody McCulley

		 Amanda McGinty

		 Kellie Michel

		  Sam Miller

		 Alyssa Taylor Negron

		 Alyssa Nied

		 Desdeny Lee Olexa

		 Hillary Oliver

		 Claire Le'Anne Olson

		 Hannah Rose Oren

		 Daniel James Osenbach

		 Kristina Lynn Pavlick

		  Joe Robert Potteiger

		 Megan Quinley

		 Eddie Anthony Ramos

		 Abby Virginia Reiner

		  Jacob Edward Reinsmith

		 Arden Noel Reno

		  Javier  Rodriguez

		 Kelly Elizabeth Ross

		  John D. Rupert

		 Katherine S. Rupert

		 Derek W. Saltzgiver

		 Elizabeth W. Saylor

		  John Joseph Schenk

		 Melissa Schomaker

		 Noelle Seaburg

		 Michelle Sensenig

		 Emily Setacci

		 Melissa Shaak

		 Lorrie Shearn

		 Corrine Sholly

		 Nichole Shover

		 Kimberly Skalamera

		 Chelsie Smith

		 Gabriella Rose Smith

		  Sarah E. Snider

		  Sydney Sniezek

		 Monica Snyder

		 Kelly Sourwine

		 Krista Marie Spadea

		  Jacquelyn M. Stabach

		 Mariah L. Stahl

		 Cynthia Kay Steed

		  Julie Ann Bernatowicz Stelle

		  Sherry Davis Steppe

		 Rebecca Lynn Storm

		 Tyler Svetik

		 Heather Sweigart

		 Amber Szkaradnik

		 Brianne Tartaglia

		 Meghan Elizabeth Tavani

		 Marisa M. Tracy

		 Kerri Urzillo

		 McKenzie Lynn VanWieren

		 Chelsea Lynn Vermeulen

		 Brooke Vinyard

		 Christopher S. Weaver

		  Joseph Webster

		 Megan Welker

		  Stephanie Whalen

		 Karen M. Williams

		  Sabrina E. Witmer

		 Madeline Wojton
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		  Ceres Ibanez Acosta
		  Janice Bang Eckman
		  Cesar Joshua Baptiste
		  Nicholas Joseph Barni
		  Tanya M. Barr
		  Ashley Maria Belton
		  Maria Berber-Arias
		  Jennifer Ellen Birtchet
		  Abigail Diane Blanock
		  Jessica Faye Bohannon
		  Georjan N. Bond
		  Meagan Cahoon
		  Qiongqiong Jenny Chouang
		  Iresha Linda Cioco
		  Candace Coffman
		  Iliana Coleman
		  Amanda Danielle Corallo
		  Kimberly Gwen Coslett
		  William Cuttler
		  Sophia Darius
		  Jan Marie San Juan Dellasega
		  Felicia DeSmit
		  Meghan DeVoti
		  Jill Marie Dunston
		  Sung Sun Dye
		  Sabrina S. Engelhardt
		  Folukemi Fakinlede
		  Jessica April Fedder
		  Shauna Marie Freeman
		  Michele Frizell
		  Kelsey Gawell
		  Ashley Elizabeth Grady
		  Elisa Gragg
		  Erin Elizabeth Green
		  Genevieve Frances Guzman
		  Amber Lee Hicks
		  Velida Hodzic
		  Anna Ictchenko
		  Christopher Dase Izzo
		  Angel Renae Jackson

		  Elissander Jean-Baptiste
		  Walson Jean Baptiste
		  Shanique S. Johnson
		  Amy R. Johnston
		  Andrea Justice
		  Peter N. Kamande
		  Rupinder Jeet Kaur
		  Cho Long Kim
		  James M. King
		  Shayna Ksanznak
		  Vincent Joseph Laird
		  Raquel Victoria Lambert
		  Kendall Quinn Leet
		  Ricardo Lopez
		  Meredith Major
		  Marina Maristch
		  Kendra Natasha Mathew
		  Justin D. Mathews
		  Kellie Nicole Meehan
		  Alyssa Mehaffy
		  Alexandra Mentor
		  Brandon Howard Morgan
		  Megan Jane Morris
		  Ciara Musser
		  Melanie S. Nagode
		  Jessica K. Natividad
		  Margot Ndosseu
		  Cynthia Izigbe Ohonba
		  Gladys N. Paasewe
		  Matthew James Pearson
		  Lauren Alexis Ramirez
		  Gina Marie Ribeiro
		  Alfonsina Rios
		  Lindsey Roberts
		  Hayden Heath Ruiz
		  Michael John-Paul Ryan
		  January Sadler
		  Lily Scollo
		  Keisha Tamara Sewell
		  Sheetal Sharma

MASTER’S DEGREE CANDIDATES

The College of Health and Education (Continued)

Deborah A. Zbegner, Dean

Passan School of Nursing
MASTER OF SCIENCE IN NURSING
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		  Susan Patricia Simmons
		  Inderjeet Singh
		  Emily Slick
		  Saranda Dorothea Smith
		  Venkatesan Sounderarajan
		  Ariel Mae Sparkman
		  Tanya Stankiewicz
		  Nathan James Stoner
		  Connor Farland Stotts
		  Lisa Northcott Stover

		  Glenn Carl Sutphin
		  Nadine Sutton
		  Nicole Bolatito Taiwo
		  Andrew Joseph Thiry
		  Chanel Thomas
		  Melanie Ann Truong
		  Felicia Wilkins
		  Anna Wnuk
		  Henry R. Yarghn, Jr.
		  Lindsey Zweizig

MASTER’S DEGREE CANDIDATES

The College of Health and Education (Continued)

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN NURSING (Continued)

POST GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN NURSING

The College of Health and Education
Deborah A. Zbegner, Dean

The Passan School of Nursing
		  Subrata Yorell Alford
		  Jennifer Grace Algayer
		  Eboni Algee-Shannon
		  Ebere Aniegbuna
		  Ihuoma Innocentia Arikibe
		  Rahshida Lynae Atkins
		  Gloria Azubuike
		  Courtney Victoria Banks
		  Claudy Bonne-Annee
		  Lakisha Marie Boykin-Wright
		  Marvin C. Buenaventura
		  Brittany Bullard
		  Kinyemi Bunting
		  Billie Jeanne Burry
		  Marcie Butkovic
		  Brenda Ann Donovan
		  Sonia L. Edwards
		  Stacy Lee Edwards
		  Ebere N. Etufugh-Nwankpa
		  Kadesha Clark Evans
		  La' Von Perez Fenderson
		  Lakisha Danielle Fladger
		  Kasey Lee Flaherty
		  Candace Funderburk

		  Uchenna Ndidi-Amaka Chukwudi Gogor
		  LaRisa Graham
		  Carol Virginia Haas
		  Virginia Denise Hall
		  Joan Marie Hare
		  Priscila Eurenia Hernandez
		  Marlyn D. Hirsch
		  Tonya Lynn Holley
		  Kimberly A. Hurley
		  Abimbola Datonye Iketubosin
		  Dominique Alexis Jackson
		  Priya Jaison
		  Mary Shiellah James
		  Alison Cogliani Jessup
		  Sharanna Sharmel Johnson
		  Jake Jones
		  Jasmine Denae Jones
		  Juana Jones-Felton
		  Sharon Uchechi Joshua
		  Takeisha Judkins
		  Christopher Kennedy
		  Kaimera Courtney Lacey
		  Kori Lea Landis
		  Paul Kiprotich Langat
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		  Tolulope Lawal
		  Kaitlyn Leone
		  Kathleen Marie Litt
		  Tracey Michelle Hammond Long
		  Renee Christine Lynch
		  Jennifer Martin
		  Jillian Marie Martin
		  Cavelline Martin-Darby
		  Susan Mburu
		  Crystal Alice McCarthy
		  Tamara Melendez
		  Tyeshia S. Miller
		  Lara Mitchell Bauducco
		  Nadege Morisset
		  Julie Moulison
		  Shampa Nasreen
		  Aileen Chan Neequaye
		  Honorine Ngeseh Njita
		  Natacha Nortelus
		  Florence Okojie
		  Abimbola Okunoren-Sonubi
		  Tiffany C. Penn
		  Debra Lynn Porter
		  Keyonna Porter
		  Jason Robert Quiros
		  Christopher Rambaran
		  Mizhgan Rasoul

		  Sharay Redden
		  Ranarda Renee Reed
		  Elvira A. Rosario-Garcia
		  Elizabeth Jean Rush
		  Stephanie Marie Schlesman
		  Brandilen Sklanka
		  Deborah A. Smith
		  Samantha Snyder
		  Tramia Joann Squire
		  Christina Stone
		  Breann Striefsky
		  Rachel Sullivan
		  Leena R. Tarin
		  Edlira Tegu
		  Jomini Thomas
		  Michelle Troope
		  Pauline A. Tyas
		  Vianney O. Uzoma
		  Desiree Lynn Vazquez
		  Tiffany Washington
		  Alyssa Williams
		  Rochelle Williams
		  Stacy L. Williams-Hall
		  Kearstin Kaye Wyland
		  Pang Houa Xiong-Yang
		  Karona Yarbrough

POST GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN NURSING

The College of Health and Education (Continued)

Deborah A. Zbegner, Dean

The Passan School of Nursing

MASTER’S DEGREE CANDIDATES

		  Meagan Leigh Borgsmiller
		  Lisa J. Busby
		  Sharan Duggal
		  Cathy Ione Earnest
		  Dahlia Fisher
		  Travis Nile Harman

		  Savannah Rose Lostaunau
		  Skylar Minley Muse
		  Mandy Leigh Pennington
		  Molly Margaret Raelinski
		  Laurie Stephens-Hunter
		  Alicia Nicole Williamson

 The College of Arts and Sciences
Paul T. Riggs, Dean

MASTER OF FINE ARTS IN CREATIVE WRITING
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		  Maud Aryee
		  Carolina Egbe Njikam
		  Alexandra Farano
		  Marsha Grantham-Murillo

		  Alyssa Luft
		  Nwaebuni O. Okeke
		  Trina M. Taylor

DOCTORAL DEGREE CANDIDATES

 The College of Health and Education
Deborah A. Zbegner, Dean

The Passan School of Nursing
DOCTOR OF NURSING PRACTICE

		  Dana Anne Boylan
		  Laura M. Connolly
		  Patricia Deo
		  Sara Beth Frey
		  Allen Heimbach
		  Amy Esther Kuiken
		  Samantha Marie Lee

		  Kristopher A. Ludka
		  Elizabeth Martin
		  Samantha J. Masco
		  April M. Morgan
		  William Swinsburg
		  Dennis Virga, Jr.

Education

Deborah A. Zbegner, Dean

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION

		  Juliette Kathleen Gretzler

The Passan School of Nursing
Deborah A. Zbegner, Dean

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN NURSING
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Scholarly Societies
and Special Designations

1	 Membership in Alpha Chi, the National College Honor Scholarship Society

2	 Membership in Alpha Kappa Delta, the International Honorary Society in Sociology

3	 Membership in Beta Beta Beta, the National Honorary Society in Biology

4	 Membership in Chi Alpha Epsilon, the Honorary Society which recognizes students admitted to 
the University through Higher Education Opportunity Programs

5	 Membership in Zeta Psi Chapter of Delta Mu Delta, the National Honor Society in 
	 Business Administration

6	 Honors in Biology

7	 Honors in English

8	 Honors in Civil Engineering

9	 Honors in Electrical Engineering

10	 Honors in Environmental Engineering

11	 Honors in Mechanical Engineering

12	 Membership in Lambda Pi Eta, the National Honor Society in Communications

13	 Membership in Phi Phi Chapter of Kappa Delta Pi, the International Honorary Society in Education

14	 Candidates for Pennsylvania Teacher Certification

15	 Candidates for Pennsylvania Principal Certification

16	 Membership in Phi Alpha Theta, the National Honor Society in History

17	 Membership in Phi Lambda Sigma, the Pharmacy Leadership Society

18	 Membership in Phi Sigma Tau, the National Honor Society in Philosophy

19	 Membership in Pi Kappa Delta, the National Honorary Forensic Society

20	 Membership in Pi Sigma Alpha, the National Political Science Honor Society

21	 Membership in Psy Chi, the National Honorary Society in Psychology

22	 Membership in Rho Chi, the National Honor Society in Pharmacy

23	 Membership in Sigma Tau Delta, the National Honorary Society in English

24	 Membership in Zeta Psi Chapter of Sigma Theta Tau, the International Honor Society for Nursing

25	 Tom Bigler Scholar

26	 Pre-Medical Scholar

27	 Membership in the National Student Nurses Association

28	 Membership in Sigma Alpha Pi, the National Society of Leadership and Success

29	 Membership in Alpha Lambda Delta National Honor Society

30	 Honors Program Graduate

31	 Membership in Sigma Delta Pi, the National Hispanic Honor Society

32	 Barre Scholars Graduate                                 

33	 Society for Student Nurses
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Academic Costume

The celebration of Commencement is surrounded by rich traditions. The established community 
of scholars — the Faculty — convene to recognize officially the newest group of proven 
scholars — the Graduates — and welcome them in fellowship. Graduates don the attire that for 
years has symbolized scholarly attainment.

During the Middle Ages, those seeking an education traveled to European centers of learning. 
Centers of learning and universities were closely allied with the clerics of the time, and the 
scholars donned garb similar to that worn by the clergy. This evolved into the academic 
uniform, a long black gown, hood and cap, which proved useful for studying in unheated and 
drafty buildings. The hood served simultaneously as a head covering, a repository for coins 
and alms and the forerunner of the modern day book bag. The hood was adorned with the 
colors of the university and designated the young scholar’s school or university affiliation. By 
their distinctive clothing the students were set apart and distinguished from the citizens of the 
town; hence the origin of the phrase “town and gown.”

American colleges and universities adopted the wearing of the traditional apparel in Colonial 
times, and a common code for academic apparel was established in the mid-nineteenth century.

The hood is the most distinctive feature of academic regalia. The inside of the hood is lined 
with the official colors of the institution; today you see Wilkes graduates wearing hoods lined 
with the blue and gold colors of the University. The velvet trim around the outside of the 
hood designates the degree or field of study of the graduates. The velvet colors worn by today’s 
graduates signify the following:

	 Golden Yellow	 —	 Science
	 White	 —	 Arts, Letters, Humanities
	 Drab	 —	 Business Administration
	 Brown	 —	 Fine Arts
	 Olive	 —	 Pharmacy
	 Blue	 —	 Education
	 Apricot	 —	 Nursing

The style of the gown distinguishes graduates by the degree they have earned. Those earning 
the bachelor’s degree wear a simple black gown with elongated pointed sleeves. Holders of 
the master’s degree wear gowns with a longer, closed, square cut sleeve. The doctoral gown is 
trimmed with velvet stripes on the sleeves and panels of velvet on the front closure of the gown.

Some American universities have adopted doctoral gowns in their distinctive colors. You 
will notice the slate of Columbia, the red of Cornell, the burgundy of the University of 
Pennsylvania, and the bright blue of the University of Michigan.

To have earned the privilege of wearing academic costume regalia signifies not only the 
completion of a program of studies, but entrance into the comradery of scholarship.
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